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FROM THE 
COMMODORE

Although we are in our sailing off season the Club continues to be vibrant and busy. Since our last 

newsletter we have had our AGM and with that a change in board positions. I warmly welcome to the 

Board Nick Connor and Di Barkas.  

 

Nick brings to the board a 

wealth of corporate and club

management experience. Nick 

is a very accomplished sailor in 

his own right but in recent 

times oversaw the re- 

invigoration of the Sandy Bay 

Sailing Club when he was 

Commodore there. Di Barkas is 

also new to the Board and has 

been a long term member in 

association with her late 

husband Roy Barkas. Roy 

Barkas was instrumental in 

fostering the construction and 

completion of the new floating 

marina. Di’s past expertise in 

forensic accounting is well 

served as our new Club 

Treasurer. Di will bring rigor 

and financial oversight of our 

Club’s finances. Welcome Di 

and Nick. 

It is sad to see the departure 

of board members Rose Flynn, 

Anthony Ellis and Peter Haros. 

Anthony has served an 

exemplary time on the board 

over the past 10 years. He was 

part of the original team to 

pursue the idea of the floating 

marina and more recently held  

the role of Club Treasurer. 

Rose has also contributed 

immensely during her tenure 

with the development and 

implementation of the Club’s 

branding guidelines, marketing 

plans and communication 

strategies. Rose’s energy and 

marketing insights has 

significantly raised the 

professionalism of the Club 

and we are very thankful for 

that. Peter has been a solid 

supporter of our sailing 

program as Past Vice 

Commodore. Peter has 

ensured our sailing agenda is 

front and centre and has 

provided consistency and 

stewardship for our new 

incoming Vice Commodore 

Paul Bottomley. Each of these 

individuals have contributed 

immensely to the Club and we 

are very thankful for their 

time.  

Recently, the Club instigated a 

membership survey covering 

many parts of the Club’s 

operations. The survey has 

been analysed and reviewed 

with the assistance of Louisa 

Vanderkruk. We are thankful of 

Louisa’s time to assist us with 

this analysis and review.  It was 

pleasing to see the members 

who responded were

representative of all 

membership categories and 

gender. The key underlying 

theme was clear, the majority 

of members are very positive 

and happy with the Club, there

was some constructive 

comments about things that 

could work better and what 

area’s improvements are a 

priority. The survey has 

provided clear insights into 

what we should focus on in the 

near future. I thank each of you 

who have responded and 

assure you we will follow up 

with another survey next year. 

Our Friday Club nights 

continue to be well supported 

along with the Wednesday $2 

taco nights and $15 Club roast 

and soup. Many members see 

the Wednesday and Thursday 

night offerings as a cheap way 

to avoid cooking at home. 

The installation of external 

heaters are not far away 
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and more importantly a 

remake of the men’s and 

women’s amenities is 

underway as I write. This will 

also have the provision of 

laundry facilities near the 

men's showers. It has been a 

long time coming but it will be 

well worth the wait. It’s great 

to see regular member’s faces 

at the club house and I expect 

as the weather warms we will 

be seeing more people 

enjoying our club facilities in 

months to come.

Recently the Combined Clubs 

Sailing Committee have 

revised the forthcoming racing 

program to now have a  

series of nine long races which 

will be a mixture of long 

harbour afternoon racing and 

long all day racing. This will be 

supported by three separate 

days of inshore windward / 

leeward style races. The new 

calendar format will hopefully 

address the lack of 

participation with the inshore 

harbour series where 

overwhelming support is for 

more long style yacht races. 

We will watch the uptake of 

the new program as all agreed 

the previous yacht racing 

calendar needed change. The 

change to three inshore 

races days for the season 

opens an opportunity for some 

  

“one-design” racing to be had 

famongst the keel boat fleet. It 

would be fantastic to see

separate groups of J24’s, 

Young 88’s, Northshore 38’s 

and other similar groupings 

out there on the inshore race 

days. If this is of interest please 

let our sailing managers know. 

It is with regret we note the 

sad passing of our Past 

Commodore and Life Member 

Noel Barrett. Noel’s 

association with the Club goes 

back many decades and he 

continued to be a staunch 

supporter of the Squadron 

each year. We send our sincere 

condolences to his close family 

and friends.  

2017/18 Flag Officers 

and Board Members 

Top LtoR: Commodore 

Steve Chau, Vice 

Commodore Paul 

Bottomley, Rear 

Commodore Colleen 

McColluch and Treasurer 

Dianne Barkas. 

Middle LtoR: Board 

Members David Brett, 

David Short and 

Jamie Bayly-Stark. 

Bottom LtoR: Board 

Members Nick Connor 

and Sue Allison-Rogers 

and Life Member of 

Board Ron Bugg.
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FROM THE VICE 
COMMODORE

The DSS Battery World Winter Series started on Sunday 4th June. We had twenty one (21) keelboats and 

twelve (12) SB20’s entered for the series plus a few casual entries, to date we have had four races 

completed for the keelboats and ten for the SB20’s.  

All races to date have been in 

typical winter light northerly 

down breezes. While the fleet 

sizes have been a little small 

the racing has been very close 

and competitive, with only 

between two and four minutes 

separating first to last place in 

most of the SB20 races. With 

the final race day still to come 

on 3rd September, series 

scores are as follows 

Division 1: Juana (J. Young) 10 

points, B & G Advantage (J. 

Cordell) 12 points and War 

Games (W. Banks-Smith) 13 

points. 

Division 2: T42 Another Toy 

(Latham Syndicate) 4 points, 42 

South (M. Ballard) 12.5 points 

and Wildfire (J. Ettershank) 13 

points. 

Division 3: Vistula (G. Biskup) 7 

points, Serenity (G. Hall) 8 

points and Trad Jazz (C. 

Thomson) 10 points.

SB20 One Design: Team Musto 

(G. Peacock) 16 points, 

Honeybadger (P. Burnell) 17 

points and Pride of Athena (C. 

Darcey) 34 points. With drops 

still to come most places are 

up for grabs in the last race. 

2017 – 2018 Sailing Season 

calendar is now available on 

the website and at the Club. 

The Combined Clubs Saturday 

racing has had a change of 

format. 

The Summer Pennant will now 

be run as nine race days 

roughly one each fortnight five 

of which will be long distance 

races similar to last seasons 

Combined Clubs Long race 

series (starting from 10am) and 

four that will be long races 

around the river (starting from 

1330hrs) all will be single race 

days (not windward leeward 

style races). 

There will also be a separate 

Combined Clubs Short Course 

Championship for those 

wanting the cut and thrust of 

windward leeward style races, 

these will be run over three 

days spaced out over the 

season with up to five races on 

each day.  

Notice of Race and entry is now 

available on the website. This 

year we also have the 49th 

running of the Pipe Opener Series 

starting on Friday 15th 

September in conjunction with 

the Huon Yacht Club’s Cock of 

the Huon Race on Saturday 16th 

September, Notice of Race and 

entry is also available on 

the Clubs website. 

This year will also be the 11th L2H 

Race and early interest has been 

high so hopefully we can have 

another bumper fleet. 

We have also introduced the Top 

Yacht online entry system as used 

by most major clubs, hopefully 

this will make it easier for 

competitors to enter races, but 

we will still have paper entries for 

those not able to enter 

electronically. 

We look forward to another great 

season of sailing.      

W O R D S  B Y   P A U L  B O T T O M L E Y
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The 49th Pipe Opener Series will again be conducted by the Derwent Sailing Squadron Inc in conjunction with the 

Huon Yacht Club from the 15th September to 17th September 2017. The series is a unique event, but importantly it 

is the only one in Australia open to all types of keel boats, including trailable yachts and multihulls, where the first 

and major race starts and finishes at night. Previous series have been an outstanding success and the organisers 

look forward to your participation again this year. Thanks to this years sponsor Ronald Young & Co Builders for 

again supporting this event. 
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FROM THE REAR 
COMMODORE

The House and Social team couldn’t be more pleased with the arrival of spring and all it has to offer!  The 

winter months have been particularly challenging for us.  Despite reducing club opening hours during the 

winter months in an effort to keep outgoing expenses as lean as possible we have unfortunately been unable 

to offer a positive contribution to the clubs coffers.  

The winter menu promotion, 

Soup and Roast special, whilst 

mostly successful the 

participation from Club 

members has been very low. 

Fortunately, participation from 

community members have 

been encouraging, particularly 

for our lunches. 

Without regular support from 

our members we become more 

reliant on sourcing income 

from outside the Club.   

Providing a friendly 

atmosphere and excellent 

dining options are crucial 

ingredients not just for 

member enjoyment but for 

attracting customers from 

outside the DSS to use the 

facilities for functions and 

events. We do however face 

some pretty fierce competition 

being located in Australia’s 

most prestigious food 

capital. Subsequently the 

winter income is much lower 

and this year has been no 

different, covering the fixed 

costs has meant we are forced 

to run at a loss, however with 

the arrival of Spring and the  

start of the sailing season we 

look forward to higher than 

usual member engagement to 

support our various functions, 

luncheons and dinners. 

I encourage you to visit your 

Club for a drink with family and 

friends or enjoy dining with us 

for lunch or dinner. Remember, 

along with our winter menu, 

we have the Soup and Roast 

special at just $15 and 

available for lunch Wednesday 

to Friday and dinner Thursday 

night. Of course we still have 

Taco's on a Wednesday night 

from $2.00. 

Our current opening hours are: 

The Board Room has been 

calling out for a much needed 

make over which became 

June’s priority.  We are so 

grateful for the work of Richard 

and Chloe Fisher, Louisa 

Vanderkruk, Peter Stanley, 

Chris Bobbi, and Kim Elliott in 

assisting me to complete the 

painting of the walls and 

window frames, pull old covers 

from chairs and re-upholstery 

and spray the chair frames. The 

new look not only gives the 

club nicer facilities to go about 

its business but will be an 

excellent venue available for 

hire. The Board Room facility is 

suitable for groups up to 25 for 

meetings or more intimate 

dinners and cocktail parties.   

We encourage members to 

take a look next time they are 

in the club, ask questions and 

make a booking if they have 

any special occasions coming 

up or need a meeting room for 

business purposes. 

As soon as the Board Room 

project wrapped up it was time 

to move onto the kitchen.  

W O R D S  B Y  C O L L E E N  M C C U L L O C H

BAR 

Monday & Tuesday  

from 4pm 

Wednesday to Friday 

12pm - 2pm & from 4pm 

Saturday  

2pm - 5pm 

DINING 

Wednesday to Friday 

 12pm - 2pm  & 

5.30pm to 8.30pm
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The Kitchen upgrades have 

begun but there is some major 

components of this project 

such as, painting the ceiling 

and walls,  installation of 

stainless steel splash backs 

and brand new sinks, repairs to 

the floor and a reorganisation 

of equipment to make the 

kitchen a more efficient place 

to work. Again, I have had 

valuable assistance from the 

DSS "Boat Shed" crew; Paul 

Jackson, Peter Stanley, and 

Rob Loring.  Boat Shed 

member Barry Jones has 

repaired the sliding doors 

across the Trophy Room, 

making this room more 

serviceable for small groups to 

meet.   

The "Boat Shed" crew who all 

work on a volunteer basis have 

completed and are committed 

to an enormous amount of 

work for the DSS.  They have 

saved the club thousands of 

dollars in expertise and labour 

and we can’t thank them 

enough for their commitment 

to the club. 

Two members who, just for 

being at the club, have won 

the Member Draw are Will 

Allison, a strong supporter and 

sponsor of the Club won the 

$1000 jackpot in June and 

Janene Frawley took home one 

of the $500 jackpot in July. 

Congratulations to both these 

Club members. 

Friday nights are club night 

and we invite all members to 

celebrate the end of the 

working week with their friends 

and family. Not only could you 

win one of the Member Draws 

but there are always great 

raffle prizes on offer which 

support upgrades to our club.

The atmosphere and food is 

pretty great too. The Friday 

regulars want to meet you so 

come on down and introduce 

yourself; you never know who 

you will run into. 

Our Weekly Jackpot is a members-only draw between 5.30pm and 7.30pm every 

Friday night. The jackpot increases by $50 every week. When the jackpot reaches 

$1000, we start a second jackpot and every week a Helly Hansen Jacket is up for 

grabs. Every DSS financial member over the age of 18 is automatically y entered, 

but you have to be present to take home the prize!  

YOU COULD BE OUR NEXT $$$$$$ WINNER...... 
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BOATING 
SERVICES

Not a lot to report from Boating Services this issue as the Chairman has been a bit distracted with 

holidays and the delivery of his boat "Illusion" to Hamilton Island for Race Week.   

However, some things have 

been progressing and our 

medium term strategy was 

delivered at the AGM and 

accepted by members. Priority 

will be for marine and boatyard 

toilet/laundry facilities and 

after that we will be looking at 

water management 

infrastructure to intercept 

contaminants from the slipyard 

as required by current 

Tasmanian legislation.   

What we have in mind is to 

reclaim the land to the south 

of the slipyard between the 

Canoe Storage shed and 

the "Boat Shed" to 

incorporate a series of tanks to 

capture water runoff. This is 

the natural drainage point for 

the slipyard. The tanks will 

allow separation of solids and 

for recycling of water for hose 

down and other uses in the 

slipyard. The plan at present is 

to develop a concept and 

budget pricing then move on 

to detailed design so the 

project will be ready to roll 

when funding allows. Any 

thoughts on this project would 

be welcomed. 

Boating Services are meeting 

early September and expect to 

start progressing on these 

projects some more.   

W O R D S  B Y   D A V I D  B R E T T
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SAILTRAIN

SailTrain continues to be a vibrant part of the Squadron providing Power Boat licences, 

Diesel Maintenance, Radio Operators, International Certificate of Competence, Inshore 

and Coastal Navigation,  Safety at Sea Survival, Day Skipper and Competent Crew courses.   

These courses offer more than just a 

Certificate - they offer an exciting 

nautical experience. 

The time is fast approaching to 

prepare for the coming season, in 

particular for those participating in

offshore races. These courses will 

provide information and skills in 

Safety at sea, Radio and First aid 

requirements which are very 

important qualification to have 

when sailing offshore. 

As a fully accredited Australian 

Sailing and Royal Yachting 

Association training establishment, 

we are able to deliver our courses 

to the highest standard and these 

qualifications are recognised 

worldwide. 

SailTrain welcomes fresh ideas for 

courses you may like to participate 

in or see run by the Squadron. 

See course dates for September - 

December 2017 

   

MAST Power boat: ( 1 x day) 

Sunday 17 Sept: 10.00am – 2.30pm 

Thursday 12 October: 9.30am – 3.30pm (Provisional Only) 

Monday 16 Oct: 5.30pm – 9.30pm 

Sunday 22 Oct: 10.00am – 2.30pm 

Sunday 12 Nov: 10.00am – 2.30pm 

Monday 13 Nov: 5.30pm – 9.30pm 

Sunday 10 Dec: 10.00am – 2.30pm 

Monday 11 Dec: 5.30pm – 9.30pm 

W O R D S  B Y   D A V I D  S H O R T

Safety and Sea Survival Course: (2 x evenings + 1 day) 

Monday 2 October & Wednesday 4 October: 6.00pm – 10.00pm 

Sunday 8th October: 10.00am – 4.00pm 

Inshore and Coastal Navigation: (5 x evenings + 1 day) 

Wednesday 18 October: 6.30pm – 10.00pm 

Wednesday 25 October: 6.30pm – 10.00pm 

Sunday 29 October: 9.00am – 4.00pm 

Wednesday 8 November: 6.30pm – 10.00pm 

Wednesday 15 November: 6.30pm – 10.00pm 

Wednesday 22 November: 6.30pm – 10.00pm 

Outboard Motor: (2 x evenings) 

Wednesday 1 November: 6.30pm – 9.30pm 

Wednesday 8 November: 6.30pm – 9.30pm 

RYA Marine Diesel: (3 x evenings) 

Monday 23 October: 6.30pm – 9.30pm 

Monday 30 October: 6.30pm – 9.30pm 

Monday 6 November: 6.30pm – 9.30pm 

RYA Competent Crew Course: (5 x days this includes 2 nights away) 

Saturday 4 November, Sunday 5 November, Friday 10 November, 

Saturday 11 November & Sunday 12 November 

Saturday 9 December, Sunday 10 December, Friday 15 December, 

Saturday 16 December & Sunday 17 December 
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DAVID & NICK CONNOR

Squadron Member Profile  |  words by Terry Long

It’s a long way from the Sandy Bay

Sailing Club to the Olympic Games, 

the Admiral’s Cup and the 

America’s Cup – but two Hobart 

brothers have trodden that difficult 

path to the top.

Dave and Nick Connor grew up sailing as fierce 

competitors and reached the heights of the 

international sailing world. Nonetheless, they have 

always been close and although they don’t 

compete these days, they are part owners, along 

with Greg Davoren, of the Huon pine Max Creese 

design Islander 11, which was built by Geoff 

Cuthbertson at Montagu Bay in 1968.  She sits in a 

pen at the DSS. 

Their inspiring careers started at the Sandy Bay 

Sailing Club in International Cadets. Then they 

moved into other one-design classes, such as 470s, 

Sharpies and Fireballs.  Along the way, sailing 

against each other, they collected State, National, 

North American, European and World titles. Dave 

got to the Olympics in Seoul, sailing a Flying 

Dutchman with another Hobart sailor, Gary Smith, 

who now has the Bakewell White 45 Fork in the 

Road. At one stage they moved into keelboats and 

picked up impressive wins and places, such as 

second place in the Sydney to Hobart sailing with 

Craig Escott on the original Solandra, before she 

was wrecked on the rocks on Flinders Island. 

Nick was also on Intrigue when she was the top 

Australian boat in the Admiral’s Cup in 1984 with 

an all-Tasmanian crew. Meanwhile, Dave did an 

America’s Cup campaign on Kookaburra 11,  

before sailing with Alan Bond on Drumbeat the 

year she won the Sydney to Hobart race. 

All the while, the brothers have maintained an 

affinity with the club at which they started.  Nick 

was a long-time committee member of the Sandy 

Bay Sailing Club and Past Commodore – a period 

which has seen resurgence in the club which helps 

to provide the competitive sailors of the future. 

Nick is also a past Board member of the RYCT and 

current Board member of the DSS. Dave was also 

a committee member of the club for five years. 

In their other world, Dave has the Casa Monde 

lighting business in Sandy Bay and Nick is the chief 

operations officer and deputy CEO of Tasplan, 

which has some $8 billion under management. 

 Now cruising on Islander 11, they are on the boat 

which was built for John Wignall, a friend of their 

father’s at the time.  They recall having an East 

Coast fishing holiday on her in the 1970s and it 

was not a hard call for Nick to buy her back from 

Queensland a couple of years ago and go into 

partnership with his brother and a family friend. 

And if the breeze is up, and aft of 90 degrees, you 

can guarantee she will be cracking along at her 

best. 
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HUGH GARNHAM

Squadron Member Profile  |  words by Terry Long

Anyone for sixty-seven crossings of Bass 

Strait in boats under sixty-five feet?  A quick 

thousand-mile sail up the Patagonian 

Channel?  Won the Mewstone race? Like to 

be dismasted in a storm at Gabo Island or 

lose a rudder in Bass Strait.  Or clock up 

more than 100,000 miles in the Pacific and 

do a lap of Australia on one boat?   

Or perhaps go cruising with three friends in a D Class yacht 

for a fortnight? Or even a Sydney to Hobart on Solo or 

Stormvogel? If these things sound implausible, they’re not. 

They’ve all been accomplished, and much, much more by a 

single sailor and member of the DSS. 

His name is Hugh Garnham, and if you want to chat, he’s 

normally at the club on Monday nights with a couple of 

friends. To accomplish all of this, of course, you have also 

clocked up some years.  Hugh is 82. There are only three 

members still alive who have been a DSS member for 

longer than Hugh. Hugh’s sailing and boat-building life can 

be divided into two parts – pre 1965, and post 1965. 

That’s the year he determined money began to talk in the 

Sydney to Hobart yacht race, so he went cruising.  And not 

just “down the Channel”. He went out into the Pacific to 

places like New Guinea, Fiji, Vanuatu and New Zealand and 

was twice awarded the Ocean Cruising Club’s trophy for 

cruise-of-the-year. Membership of the OCC is for those 

sailors who have made a cruise of at least one-thousand 

miles, non-stop, in a boat under fifty feet. Hugh has finished 

both first across the line and last across the line in the 

Sydney to Hobart. 

His racing career kicked off in a cadet dinghy in 1953 and 

he sailed on others until he built an Illingworth design to put 

in the Sydney to Hobart.  He called it Glenshiel and it was 

the first yacht to represent the DSS in the Sydney to Hobart

race, in 1959.  The design called for an aluminium mast and  

he imported it from England, before it went over the side 

off Gabo. It was the first aluminium mast in the race, and 

one of the shortest-lived. The remains of it are still in a 

motor- sailor, Strathlee, in the DSS marina. Many people will 

associate Hugh with a well-known cruising ketch – Glenshiel 

VII, a Joe Adams design built from Tasmanian timbers. 

That’s the yacht in which he clocked more than 100,000 

miles. She was launched in 1980 and he sold her in 2000. 

Although he has always had sailing yachts, he flirted very 

briefly with a motorboat – a Savage design – to see if his 

wife liked it.  She didn’t.  He sold it immediately.  

Hugh Garnham is still on the water.  He bought a J24 earlier 

this year and it carries the traditional name of Glenshiel IX. 

It’s not his first foray into J24s.  At one stage, some thirty 

years ago, a team from the RYCT went to New York to race 

J24s in a regatta. 

His association with the DSS goes way back.  He was Vice 

Commodore in 1954-55, when he owned and sailed the D 

Class, Nymph. In the 1950s he was one of ten members

who jointly and severally guaranteed the purchase of 

Cheverton’s jetty for the Club. It gave the DSS the first 

waterfront position of any yacht club in Hobart. The jetty 

cost ten-thousand pounds – and Hugh was only earning five 

pounds a week so it’s a good thing that the deal never went 

bad.  Hugh is also a life member of the Lady Nelson 

Association. 

He is also a busy man to this day.  To sort this article, first I 

had to catch him.
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OLIVER BURNELL

Squadron Member Profile  |  words by Terry Long

Oliver Burnell is a busy young man. 

And that’s the way he likes it. 

Known at the club as “Oli” he is a 

cheerful face behind the bar in his 

part-time job. 

He’s also half-way through a Bachelor of Business 

degree course at the University of Tasmania, 

majoring in accounting and finance, and currently 

races in the SB20s and on the Sydney 36 

Philosopher, owned by the Squadrons General 

Manager, Shaun Tiedemann. 

Oli has been sailing since he was seven years old. 

He started at the Sandy Bay Sailing Club, but has 

also raced out of the Lindisfarne Sailing Club and 

is a member of the DSS. 

His career so far has been a mixture of crewing 

and steering in one-design dinghy classes and 

crewing of Philosopher and an SB20. The SB20 is a 

family affair.  His father Paul steers it and Oli and

his brother Toby are crew. 

Oli has sailed a range of dinghies, including 

International Cadets, Optimists, a 420, a 29er and 

a lightweight Sharpie. 

On Philosopher, which is a competitive boat which 

gives a number of young sailors the opportunity to 

step up to keelboat racing, he is an all-rounder. 

 “Sometimes I’m up the front, and sometimes 

down the back”, he said. 

He has two national championships in the bag – in 

International Cadets and in a three-boat school 

team in Pacer dinghies. 

Oli is looking forward to the SB20 Worlds in 

Hobart in January, but in the same month will also 

be racing in Melbourne on Philosopher.   

The Burnell family will be having a “red-hot crack” 

at the SB20 Worlds and are already training. 

Oli’s sailing success and enthusiasm are probably 

due in part to talent, in part to application and in 

part to genetics. His father Paul is just back from 

Cowes Week and he has had a stellar sailing career 

which saw him win a couple of World titles. 
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NOEL BARRETT

Vale to Past Members  |  words by Gilbert Leitch

On 1st August 2017 family and 

friends of Squadron Life Member 

Noel Barrett, gathered at the club 

to celebrate his full and successful 

life.  

Being the son of Squadron Life Member Dave 

Barrett, Noel inevitably was brought up on yachts 

with his brother Ron and sister Heather. Noel had 

a Gwen12, an OK dinghy and a Heron before 

having five keelboats. 

His employment took him to Macquarie Island, 

Wilkes Base, Giles, Canarvon and Port Hedland. 

Noel was a foundation member of the Port 

Hedland Yacht Club. 

Noel joined the Squadron in 1964 and was a 

member for 53 years. He was elected Vice 

Commodore in 1986 and Commodore in 1987-88, 

in 2011 he was elected life member of the 

Squadron. 

Noel made a great contribution involving himself 

in

• The first extension of the original marina 

• The introduction of midweek racing 

• The RORC rules for measuring and rating of 

yachts 

• Chairman of the committee organising the 

Squadron Centenary celebration 

Noels sense of humour saw the playing of The 

Goon’s masterpiece, The Ying Tong Song at his 

farewell service. At the end of the service Noels 

son Fred toasted Noels life with a family favourite 

tipple, McWilliam’s Cream Sherry. 

Commiserations to his wife Ricki, son Fred, brother 

Ron, sister Heather and their families  
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GRAEME 'FRIZZLE' FREEMAN

Vale to Past Members  |  words by Gilbert Leitch

On the 14 July 2017  the Squadron 

was packed with friends and family 

of Graeme "Frizzle" Freeman to 

celebrate his life and achievements 

as one of Australia's best yachties. 

Graeme started sailing in International Cadets and 

12ft Cadet dinghies before moving into Sharpies. 

 He started his offshore racing in Des Cooper's 

Maria, surviving the gale strewn 1970 Sydney to 

Hobart race.  Like many of his peers Frizzle was a 

scallywag and had been suspended from the 

Squadron on three occasions before Bob Clifford 

took him to Sydney. 

It wasn't long before his skills as an offshore sailor, 

sailing master, crew manager and project manager 

became evident.  He worked for John Kahlbetzer 

on Bumblebee 3 and 4, Apollo and Stan Edwards' 

Margaret Rintoul 11 and IV and many others. 

Frizzle developed into one of the world's top maxi 

sailors, sailing in all the great yacht races around 

the world.  His reputation for meticulous 

preparation saw him involved in three America's 

Cup campaigns; Challenge 11 1983; Kookaburra's 

1987 and Il Moro di Venezia 1992 as well as the 

1975 Admirals Cup Australian team. 

Frizzle competed in 27 Sydney to Hobart yacht 

races, one of his best races was as sailing master 

on the maxi ketch Tasmania in the 1994 50th 

Sydney to Hobart yacht race which he won. 

Graeme had a gruff personality and demanded the 

best from his crews.  However ashore he was a 

great social companion who really loved a beer to 

two.  He confounded his friends and fellow 

yachties talking rhyming slang. 

He also took great delight in giving nicknames to 

friends and acquaintances.  Chris Bull became Calf, 

Toby Richardson became Pup and later on Dog.

Frizzle was Tasmania's best ever offshore sailor 

whose achievements are an inspiration not only to 

Tassie yachties but international sailors. 
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CIRCUMNAVIGATION 
OF TASMANIA CONT.

Day 12 – Another slow start having a swim in the 

27⁰C black water, and then off to Sarah Is for a 

look, and then across to Pillinger in Kelly’s Basin. 

This was one of the highlights of the trip, what a 

place 

Day 13 – I was up and away heading back to 

Strahan at 7:00hrs to pick Milena and Ian 

Johnston who were arriving by car at midday. 

We then got to actually sail for the first time 

since leaving Recherche, back down the harbour 

to meet the others at Pillinger 

Day 14 – Another slow start to the day going for 

a walk and then back to Strahan for the 

Pantomime, “The Ship That Never Was”. This 

was well worth the effort. The Vice Commodore 

even took a major part  

P H O T O S  &  W O R D S   B Y   G A R R Y  K E N N E D Y
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Day 15 – Prepping the boat for

the next leg North (Three

Hummock Is).A lovely sail for

the first 10 hrs in a 20 – 25kt

southerly, snicking 12kts at

times during the 152NM run

North 

Day 16 – Arriving at Three

Hummock Is at Day break,

Anchored in Chimney Corner

for a well-deserved sleep and

casual day. We went ashore

and met the care takers John

and Beverly, and of course

purchased there tee shirts 

Day 17 & 18 – we walked,

talked to the locals, swam in

the crystal clear water and ate

more cheese at 17:00’s just in

case we hadn’t had enough at

that stage 

Day 19 – Off to Stanley to

enjoy the local cuisine and

friendly people, coffee was ok

as well. Monster tides were an

eye opener for us Hobartians  

Day 20 – Off at 7:00hrs into a

light NE which was going NNE

through the day. And it did, a

lovely sail along to the Tamar

River. Sailing most of it 

Day 21 ¬ Planned to head off

at 11-12:00hrs for Croppies

but the 20kt NE was still

hanging around. Eventually

leaving George Town at

15:00hrs, a motor sail over to

Croppies but not too bad 

Day 22 – Off to Preservation Is,

sailed 95% of it in great

cracked sheets conditions,

when we got there it was too

exposed so off up to Badger Is

for the night 

Day 23 – The wind was

changing back to the NE so

over to Trousers Point for a

lovely day, going walking,

swimming, BBQing, not to

mention eating more cheese 

Day 24 – The wind had ramped

up through the night making

this day a boat day, 60m of

chain out and swinging around

lots on the end of it. 

Day 25 – Seeing Milena had to

go back to work in a couple of

days we headed off South and

left the others to go into Lady

Barron for the day. We arrived

in Schouten Passage at 1:00hrs

on day 26, another big day a

146NM run 

Day 26 – Woke to a beautiful

day, so we washed the boat,

read, walked to the waterfall

on Schouten Is, fished. A great

day 

Day 27 – Another day at the

Passage Fishing, walking and

even a swim. The other three

boats caught back up late in

the day 

Day 28 – Milena’s last day on

the boat, so down to Orford to

  

   

swap crew over 

Day 29 – With Ian Johnston

back on the boat, we headed

to Chinamans Bay for a very

long walk from the Deep Hole

to the  

Day 30 – A pleasant sail to Port

Arthur on a misty day, in 12 –

14kts ESE. Anchoring in Ladies

Bay 

Day 31 – Heading home,

starting with a nice sailing

breeze, but ended up

motoring across Storm Bay and

up the river 

Trip Statistics: 

Boats – Eriskay (Adams 44

Carina), Horizon (Cavalier 395),

Maristo (Morgan 45), Ciao

Bella (Beneteau 46) 

Days - 31 

Miles – 1052NM, we might

have done a few extras as Ciao

Bella went up the Gordon

River to Warners landing with

everybody on board 

Engine Hours – 122hrs 

Fuel used – 386lts 
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BRINGING TASSIE TOO HOME 
TO HOBART

On the Derwent in February 1925 a hastily built 

Tasmanian Restricted 21 ft yacht named Tassie 

and helmed by W. P. “Skipper” Batt trumped 

the cream of Australian yachting to claim the 

state’s first victory in the coveted interstate 

yachting competition the Forster Cup. The 

following year saw Tassie, again with ‘The 

Wizard’ Skipper Batt at the helm, repeat its 

stunning victory, this time in Perth. Such was the 

excitement in Hobart upon the crew’s return that 

they were driven by motorcade to the Town Hall, 

along a route flanked by cheering members of 

the public and a brass band, and given a rousing 

reception by the Lord Mayor, F. D. Valentine.  

The 1927 Forster Cup was held in Adelaide. 

Given a tune up and a new mast, Tassie, again 

helmed by Skipper Batt, continued its 

phenomenal success at the event, thus retaining 

the Forster Cup for the third consecutive year.   

P H O T O S  F R O M  F R I E N D  O F  T A S S I E  T O O  

F A C E B O O K  P A G E  &  W O R D S   B Y   K E N N  B A T T
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Considering Tasmania’s

resounding success at the

national event, in preparation

for the 1928 Forster Cup, to be

held in Sydney, the Royal Yacht

Club of Tasmania (RYCT)

determined that two boats

should be sent to represent

the state.  Built from donations

from yachtsmen and the

general public of the day. The

21ft Restricted class yacht

Tassie Too was launched from

the Battery Point slips on 26

November 1927 having been

built by Charlie Lucas and

Chips Gronfors to a design by

Skipper Batt (in conjunction

with Alfred Blore and John

Tarleton). Skippered by several

members of the Batt family,

including Harry Batt, Skipper

Batt and Neall Batt and crewed

by members of prominent

yachting familes e.g. Harris,

Gorringe, Whitehouse, Cohen,

Taylor, Gibson, Whelan, Boyes,

Stuart, Cooper, Ward, Miller,

Flynn, Salter, Hopkins and

Makepeace. Tassie Too was a

standout at the national event,

winning the Forster Cup ten

times between 1928 and 1952;

a statistic unmatched by any

other vessel. 

Raffled off by the RYCT in

1955, Tassie Too’s subsequent

owners have included Sam

Goode of Launceston, Doug

and Cyril Eastgate of

Melbourne and Rod Fulton,

also of Melbourne. Since 2000

Tassie Too has been owned by

Tony Siddons of Melbourne

and extensively restored,

including to original rig. These

efforts culminated in the

vessel’s jubilant relaunch at the

2005 Australian Wooden Boat

Festival. Since this time Tassie

Too has been on a mooring at

the Sandringham Yacht Club in

Victoria. Well cared for, the

vessel is in good condition and

basically very sound not

withstanding maintenance. 

An opportunity has recently

arisen to bring Tassie Too

home. To achieve this goal a

“Friends of Tassie Too” non-

for-profit organisation has

been established to govern the

vessel’s future. The

organisation will coordinate

administrative, financial,

insurance, scheduling and

maintenance efforts, etc. With

support from the Tasmanian

maritime industry, maritime  

   

history and sailing community,

the “Friends of Tassie Too”

organisation will ensure the

vessel is well cared for and well

used. Initial activities of

“Friends of Tassie Too” include

the raising of funds by

donation from the public and

 yacht club members to

purchase Tassie Too and her

subsequent transport back to

Hobart. With a triumphant

return home to Hobart

planned in September 2017

and the RYCT graciously

agreeing to accommodate the

vessel, Tassie Too’s future is

bright. The vessel will once

again be a prominent feature

on the Derwent for all to see

and enjoy. To support the

effort or to learn more please

visit the “Friends of Tassie

Too” website:

www.friendsoftassietoo.org  

We are also appealing to

members to assist us with

splicing together a more

complete history of this famous

vessel and its crews. If you can

help us please contact us at

 friendsoftassietoo@gmail.com

or kennbatt@yahoo.com.au or

gregmuir@live.com.au 
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NEW PROGRAM FOR 
COMBINED CLUBS RACING

Major changes have been made to Hobart’s Combined Clubs racing programme for the 2017-2018 summer 

yachting season on the River Derwent, aimed at boosting fleet numbers. Instead of separate Combined Clubs 

Harbour and Long Race Series, nine Pennant races will be scheduled over the summer, approximately every 

second Saturday, comprising five long day races and four races in the river.  The Combined Clubs agreement 

between the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Bellerive Yacht Club and the Derwent Sailing Squadron has been 

in place since 2012 and in the main has worked well, with most series well supported.

However, in a circular 

distributed to yacht owners this 

week, the Combined Clubs 

committee points out: “…it has 

become apparent that in Recent 

years the number of boats 

entering and starting in the 

Combined Clubs Harbour Series 

has been in serious 

decline.” Sailing managers and 

key club volunteers have now 

put forward a model that 

encourages maximum 

participation in the summer 

pennant series, with emphasis 

on longer races around the 

river, down the Channel and to 

marks out in Storm Bay.  

“In doing so we have taken into 

account feedback and 

constructive criticism from a 

range of owners and skippers,” 

the circular explains. 

To cater for yacht owners and 

their crews who “enjoy the cut 

and thrust of windward / 

leeward style races” there will 

be a separate series, the Short 

Course Championship. This 

series will comprise three days  

scheduled throughout the 

season, each day consisting of up 

to five races, with provision for 

resails in the event of inclement 

weather. 

The race days have been 

allocated around the traditional 

regattas/races sailed in summer, 

the Pipe Opener (15-17 

September),  Channel Race (8 

October), Maria Island Race (17 

November), Bruny Island Race 

(10 February) and the Crown 

Series Regatta (16-18 February), 

with the first Combined Clubs 

Summer Pennant race

programmed for Saturday, 

October 14. The first race in the 

Short Course Championship will 

be on Saturday, October 21, 

while traditional early season 

events include the Piper Opener 

on September 15-17 and the 

Channel Race on October 

8. Hobart is hosting the 

Australian Yachting 

Championships for IRC, ORCi 

and PHS categories in January 

2019 and the Combined Clubs 

 committee has agreed that any 

new model should attempt to 

match the type of racing that 

will take place in that 

championship. 

The Championship is decided 

by yachts competing in long 

races, harbour races and 

windward/leeward races. 

The proposed oncoming 

season’s structure could 

facilitate a championship style 

event incorporating the 

Combined Clubs proposed 

summer pennant (long and 

harbour) and the short course 

series. 

Full details of the proposed 

Combined Clubs pennant 

racing for the 2017-2018 

season, and dates of these and 

other major events on the 

River Derwent are available on 

the club websites. 

W O R D S  B Y  P E T E R  C A M P B E L L
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YACHTING TASMANIA 
AWARDS CEREMONY

Eight Derwent Sailing Squadron members 

featured in the Yachting Tasmania Sailing 

Awards held at the RYCT on Saturday 5th 

August. The presentations firstly recognised 

outstanding achievement in a range of sailing 

activities in Tasmania over the last twelve 

months and secondly, inducted several very high 

achievers into the Sailing Hall of Fame. 

Michelle Denney was jointly awarded the 

Volunteer of the Year. Michelle has contibuted 

enormously in many different ways to the 

success of racing at this club, to the interclub 

racing program and in recent years to SB20 

racing on the Derwent, as well as to many 

individual sailing events. Thank you Michelle for 

your efforts. 

P H O T O S  B Y  P E T E R  C A M P B E L L  &  

W O R D S   B Y   R O N  B U G G
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Graeme Wood and Anna

Cerneaz  received the

Personality of the Year Award

for their efforts to involve

women in the sailing. Graeme

and Anna have been the

driving force behind the

Athena Sailing program which

utilises SB20's that Graeme has

purchased. They use their

larger keelboat “Y Knot” to

further the experience of

female sailors and have

supported the DSS in many

other ways to attract more

people into sailing and to

enhance the experience of

existing members. 

Jeremy Parker won the

Instructor of the Year Award

for his outstanding

contribution to maritime

training for the general public

at the DSS. Jeremy instructs in

a range of MAST and RYA

courses. 

His teaching is spiced with a

wealth of personal anecdotes

that reveal his rich and diverse

history on the water. People

not only leave with a

qualification, but a breadth of

relevant knowledge  

born of Jeremy's interesting

teaching style and vast

knowledge. 

Brendan Crisp and Daniel

Maree received the

Outstanding Youth

Achievement for their efforts in

winning the Australian Flying

11 title. Brendan and Daniel

are the first Tasmanians in the

history of the class to win the

Australian Flying 11

Championship. Training in a

very small local fleet of Flying

11s, Brendan and Daniel  

worked hard on their tactics,

boat handling and especially

boat speed.  A very fine effort. 

David Graney was jointly

awarded the  Offshore Sailor

of the Year (Bennetto Medal)

for his circumnavigation of the

Globe as one of two crew with

sailing experience who

mentored the non-sailor

partcipants in the Clipper Class

70 “Da Nang- Viet Nam”.  A

highlight of this testing voyage

was winning the Cl;ipper

Division in the 2016 Sydney to

Hobart Race. It must have

been a truly amazing

experience. 

Alice Buchanan  was awarded

the Female Sailor of the Year.

 Alice is the first Tasmanian girl

to be selected in the Australian

Optimist Sailing Team that

sailed in the Asian and

Oceanian Championships in Sri

Lanka. There she finished as

the highest ranked Australian

girl and a fantastic 22nd

overall. Since then Alice has

moved to the 29er class where

she is showing continuous

improvement. Alice is also a

helm of a very successful all-

girls team representing The

Friends' School in Teams

racing.  A pretty good effort all

'round. 

Matthew Bugg was awarded

Male Sailor of the Year for a

second time for his fine

performances this year both

nationally and in the

international arena. His results

include his 7th Austaralian

Title,  a gold medal at the ISAF

World Cup in Hyeres, France

and silver medals at the Para  

World championships in Keil

and at the Rio Paralympics. He

currently tops the ISAF

rankings.

Tasmanian Sailing Hall of Fame 

Matthew Bugg was inducted

into the Sailing Hall of Fame

for his raft of successes sailing

his International 2.4mR,

including several podium

finishes throughout Europe

and a Gold Medal at the

Hyeres World Cup, his seventh

consecutive Australian Title,

finishing first on equal points in

the World Championship in

Keil only to lose on a

countback and representing

Australia at two Paralympic

Games.. His biggest

achievement was receiving a

Silver Medal at the Rio

Paralympic Games. He was

also awarded the Tasmanian

Sportsman of the Year in 2016. 

Matt has had an outstanding

sailing career and deserves this

acknowledgement by

Tasmanian Yachtsmen. 

Gilbert Leitch was inducted

into the Sailing Hall of Fame.

Life Member Gilbert has

contributed enormously to the

DSS and particularly to racing

across all three senior clubs in

Hobart. His contributions,

which date back over three

decades include the design

and introduction of the sailing

courses on the Derwent along

with positioning and

maintenance the permanent

marks, introduction of the

Winter Race Series,

introduction of the ever

popular AutumnTwo-Handed

Series, contibutions to the Mid  
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maintaining the permanent

marks and the “A.K.Ward”,

making sure that all are in

readiness for yet another event

that he has either initiated or is

heavily involved in conducting.

He has “worn the pitch”

threadbare in the Castray Start

box for all the clubs, including

“doing his time” at the finish

of all the major offshore races. 

Above all Gilbert is a “good

bloke” who really has

successful and enjoyable racing

  

on the Derwent at heart. He

displays a great sense of

humour, neutrality when it

comes to inetrclub rivalry and

extreme common sense. 

His “parting shot” at the

awards ceremony was typically

Gilbert - “I like telling the

competitors where to go and

they can't answer back!!” 

Gilbert certainly deserves

membership of the Tasmanian

Sailing Hall of Fame. 

Week Race Series, the Summer

Friday evening races and in the

past contributions to a host of

other unique events like the

AquaRun, the East Coast

Classic and relay races. 

For over a decade he also

contributed greatly to the

success of the Pipe Opener

Series, being official Starter at

Castray, then jumping

into his car and driving to

Gordon and finishing the fleet. 

He can be regularly seen  
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DSS SPONSORS NIGHT

As with many clubs, community engagement and 

sponsorship support is one of the key pillars that 

underpin our ability to fulfil our goals. Over the 

years many local companies and individuals have 

made generous donations, given up their time or 

chosen to align their businesses with the 

Derwent Sailing Squadron. 

Whilst we regularly show our appreciation by 

recognising sponsors to our member we wanted 

an opportunity to formally thank them as a 

group.  In order to do so we decided to host our 

first Sponsors Night. The evening, which took 

place on Thursday 25 May provided an 

opportunity for our sponsors to meet each other, 

enjoy some drinks and canapes and to be 

formally thanked by Commodore Steve Chau on 

all our behalf for the support and contribution 

they have given to the Club during the last 12 

months and beyond. 

P H O T O S   A N D  W O R D S  B Y   R E A R  

C O M M O D O R E  C O L L E E N  M C C U L L O C H
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BOAT SHED 
OPENING AND UPDATE

The Boat Shed initiative has been in motion for many months and finally on Friday 23 

June the project was complete and we were ready to launch.  We were thrilled 

to have Life Member Ron Bugg officially opened the DSS Boat Shed and 

were overwhelmed with the response from members with 

45+ Club Members joining in to celebrate its opening.

Our vision is that the Boat 

Shed will foster a strong sense 

of collegiality amongst 

members as they discover 

opportunities to give 

something back to the Club. 

We hope that the facility will 

provide space that all members 

can use to undertake projects 

of their own. 

I am indebted to the core 

group of members who have 

been responsible for 

establishing this project.   

Thank you to David Bevan, Kim 

Elliott, Barry Jones, Rob Loring, 

Ron Bugg and Peter Stanley. 

We also want to thank the 

generous people amongst our 

members who donated Tools 

and Equipment for permanent 

use in the Shed. 

Finally, I would like to 

recognise and thank Club 

Member, David Warren for 

financially supporting this 

project.   David’s contribution 

will help make a positive 

impact on our club and its 

members now and in years to 

come.   

Now it is your turn to get 

involved, or just come and join 

us for a coffee and a chinwag 

at the Boat Shed around 

10.00am on Fridays. 

UPDATE: 

We have welcomed two new 

members to the Boat Shed 

group - Paul Jackson and 

Maurice Wilson and look 

forward to other members 

joining in.  The group has been 

very busy working on  

W O R D S  B Y  R E A R  C O M M O D O R E  C O L L E E N  M C C U L L O C H

projects to improve the 

facilities at the Club for all 

members to enjoy.  The high 

tables and stools in the bar are 

undergoing a refurbishment, 

the kitchen has received a 

fresh coat of paint, 

wheelbarrow wheels have been 

repaired, wood cut for our fire 

pit, doors to the trophy room 

repaired, the fat extractors in 

the kitchen repaired, new bar 

tables and stools are being 

manufatured and the Boat 

Shed itself is being fitted out 

with great storage.   

The Commodore, Flag 

Officers, Board and members 

are extremely appreciative of 

the work and dedication this 

group of members is giving to 

the Club.   

Squadron News   27



28   Squadron News



At Home Spring Feast 
Friday 8 Sept 

Pipe Opener 
Friday 15 - Sunday 17 Sept 

Working Bee & AFL Final 
Saturday 30 Sept 

L2H Crew Party 

Sunday 31 Dec  

FORTHCOMING FUNCTIONS

WELCOME TO PHILIPP 
STRATEMANN

Philipp has recently joined the staff of the Derwent Sailing Squadron 

and his major role will be to coordinate the dining and functions area 

of the Club.  He comes to us with extensive experience in the 

hospitality area having worked as a Commis chef, Function Manager, 

Service Supervisor and Waiter in Perth, Western Australia.  Prior to 

arriving in Australia, Philipp worked in Salzburg in the hospitality area 

as well as the State Government of Salzburg where he held positions 

of Political Advisor to the Vice-President of the State Parliament of 

Salzburg, Assistant to the Chief of Staff of the Deputy Governor and 

as a project manager. 

Philipp is a citizen of both Austria and Germany and I am sure you will 

agree he will be an asset to our establishment.  Please make yourself 

known to Philipp and welcome him to the Squadron. 

CLASSIFIEDS
For sale - 8 man PFD TransOcean life raft in hard 

shell.  Certification expired March 2017.  $1800 

ONO.  Call Malcolm Cooper on 0437095841 or 

email: m.b.cooper@hotmail.com 

 

For sale - VOLVO 2030 with S120 saildrive.  2400 

hours.  Can be seen running in the boat.  $3000. 

 Call Bruce Palmer on 049237458. 

 

Wanted - Small (2m) inflatable dinghy for use with 

a Bertram 25. Call David on 0401410909

Can’t get in your boat shed? Have unused boat equipment 

you would like to sell or give away? Why not list these 

items in the Squadron classified. Please send your sale/ 

give away items including a short description of the item 

and contact details to rearcommodor e@dssinc.org.au and

they will be listed in the next Squadron News as well as 

Social Snippitz.

L2H Launch 
Sunday 12 Nov 

DSS Xmas Party 
Friday 8 Dec 

Start of the L2H Race 
Wednesday 27 Dec 

CLUB NOTICES

Stalwart Luncheon 
Thursday 21 Sept 
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DSS MEMBER SURVEY 2017 - RESULTS!

The DSS Member Survey has undergone 

detailed analysis thanks to Social Sub- 

committee member Louisa Vanderkruk.  The 

Board has received the report and is now 

ready to start planning a set of actions to 

improve in the areas that were identified by 

you as needing some urgent attention. 

 

CLUB NOTICES

There was a substantial amount of valuable information provided in the report which we will reflect on this over the 

next month before providing members with the intended actions.  It is our intention to make the full report and the 

Board's response available on the web site and through the office.   

One thing we can advise now is that your Board sees enormous value in this survey and will endeavour to repeat it 

at least annually. 

The Board wants to thank members for responding so enthusiastically to the survey and assure you that we are 

listening. One suggestion is already in place which we hope as many of you get to enjoy and that is the Fire Pit 

which will be ready to burn on the 8th September at the "DSS At Home" Spring Feast.   
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TRANSFORMED, REFURBISHED, 

REMODELLED, UPGRADE, RENOVATED…
Have you noticed how different the DSS Clubrooms look these days?  It’s like a team from the block 

got lost and ended up at the DSS for a few weeks.  If you haven’t visited lately now 

is a great time to come down and check out the transformation.

To start, the Board room had a 

complete makeover – fresh paint, 

chairs reupholstered, tables 

refurbished and a complete room 

styling.  It is now a great place to 

hold a meeting, training session, 

small cocktail party or that 

intimate dinner event that’s 

marked on your calendar. If you 

are looking for a private venue on 

the banks of the Derwent, 2 

minutes from the CBD with ample 

parking then you can’t go past the 

DSS Board Room. We encourage 

you to take a look, talk to our staff 

and make your booking. 

The main dining room is next on 

the refurbishment hit list. Earlier 

this year we replaced the dining 

room seating and just this month 

we have added new comfy chairs 

and coffee tables to create 

another casual seating area away 
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from the bar for guests to enjoy. 

This is just the start; watch this 

space between now and Christmas 

to see further improvements to 

the social hub of the club.   

The kitchen has not been left out 

in the cold either. The ceiling and 

walls have been painted and 

stainless steel splash backs have 

replaced those old tiles. Chef 

Scott is redesigning the layout to 

facilitate a more streamline kitchen 

design, meaning you will get your 

favourite meals delivered to your 

table quicker than ever! 

Finally, and not a moment too 

soon, the toilets have had a major 

makeover. In the recent members 

survey you indicated that this was 

an area needing urgent attention. 

The Board has taken your 

comments seriously and  

committed immediate funding to 

upgrade these facilities. Thank you 

to Paul Bottomley and Sue Allison- 

Rogers for facilitating this 

upgrade. 

We think the club not only looks 

fantastic but is simply a great 

place to hang out with your 

friends, grab a meal or host a 

function or event. But don’t take 

our word for it. Come on in and 

take a look for yourself. By 

booking your next event with the 

club you will not only make a wise 

decision to ensure you are 

delivered a high quality event but 

you will also be supporting your 

club. 

Call Philipp on 62231977 to make 

a time to view our Club facilities 

and discuss details about your 

function. 
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NEW MEMBERS TO THE CLUB

We extend a warm welcome to all our new 

members and hope you take the opportunity to 

enjoy and become involved in the many 

aspects of the Club. 

Karen Alexander - Crew Member 

David Appleyard - Full Member (Lowinna II) 

Clare Brown - Crew Member 

Erik Caraeus - Full Member (Foreign Affair) 

Leigh Cooper - Family Member (Feeling Swell) 

Mallory Copeland - Social Member 

Vanessa Copeland - Social Member 

Teamjid Haye - Family Social Member (Feeling Swell) 

John Kerr - Family Social Member (Patrizia Noelle) 

Nikole Lane - Crew Member 

Pete Mattila - Full Member (Moby Dick) 

James McArthur - Full Member (Suffren) 

Alison Merridew - Crew Member 

Joseph Pearson - Crew Member 

Sebastian Spinks - Full Member (In Due Course) 

Mark Stephenson - Family Member 

Maurice Wilson - Social Member 

Russell Wither - Family Social Member  

P H O T O S  B Y   A N D R E A  W A T S O N
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QUIZ NIGHT & SILENT AUCTION
The 2017 Cancer Council Quiz Night, held on the 15th of July was again a very successful and fun event, 

raising over $2100 for the Cancer Council of Tasmania.  Thanks to the generous donations of the teams of 

participants and sponsors who donated items towards the silent auction.  

Congratulations to the “Brains 

Trust” won the night on 51 

points in the very last round.  It 

was pretty close throughout the 

night between 2nd and equal 

third with the pretenders 

coming second until the last 

round which was DSS and 

sailing trivia.   

A huge thank you to Craig 

Westlake for a magnificent job 

as Quiz Master, Kim and Ian 

Johnson for organising the 

event and to Cathryn Kerr and 

our Rear Commodore Colleen 

McCulloch for their efforts on 

the evening. 

Jane Crosswell from the Cancer 

Council who attended the Trivia 

night will be presented with the 

monies raised on the 1st of 

September. 

P H O T O S  A N D  W O R D S  B Y  A N D R E A  W A T S O N
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SAILABILITY
Being able to walk up to any glacier is a stunning experience, and this big boy is the biggest, and 

perhaps most impressive roadside glacier, in part because you can easily touch it. Just a 2.5-hour drive 

from Anchorage, the Matanuska Glacier sits off the scenic but less-traveled Glenn Highway. More than 

four miles wide at its terminus, Matanuska is so massive that the water flowing out of its snout forms the 

roaring Matanuska River.

MASTERS GAMES TO BE 

HELD IN NORTH WEST 

TASMANIA  

The Wynyard Yacht Club will 

conduct the race series for 

Hansa 303 dinghies from 24th 

to 28th Ocvtober 2017. At this 

stage it is encouraging to hear 

that fifteen or so sailors are 

expected to participate. All 

seven yachts from Hobart will 

go north and there will be five 

from Wynyard. If there are 

more participants than boats 

available, dinghies will be

rostered to allow all sailors to 

be involved. 

You might have seen an article 

in the Mercury about one of 

our older members, Ted  

Moule’s participation in the 

games. Ted is now 93 year and 

still playing table tennis & golf 

in addition to sailing regularly 

in our Hansa 303 program. 

DSS/NAUTILAS SERIES 

In negotiations over the 

forthcoming series to be run in 

conjunction with the DSS and 

SBSC it was agreed that the 

Hansa 303 dinghies would be 

the first of the classes to start 

because of delay problems 

experienced last season. The 

number of racing days has 

been increased from 4 to 6. 

Hansa 303 Para World Sailing 

Championship Chris Symonds 

travelled with his Coach, Mike 

Darby to participate in this  

event which was held in Kiel 

Germany from 21st to 25th 

June 2017. Chris was unlucky 

to have been hit twice by two 

other participants who were 

both on port tack in severe 

conditions on the third day of 

racing. Regardless of these 

mishaps, Chris finished second 

out of a fleet of twenty five 

yachts. 

HANSA 303 STATE TITLES,

2018 

The Hansa State Titles will be 

hosted by the Wynyard Yacht 

Club over the weekend 17th- 

18th February,  2018. It is 

expected that all seven 

dinghies from Hobart will 

participate.  

W O R D S  B Y   W I L L I A M  B R O W N

38   Squadron News



Like any Club, we are greatly indebted to our sponsors who contribute in so many ways to 

the Club. Many racing and social events would not be possible without your generous 

support.

We would like to recognise you all as great supporters and friends of the Derwent Sailing 

Squadron. 

MAJOR SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Aussie Waste, Best Fresh, Bob and Tom's Service Station, Casa Monde, Chandler's Nursery, 

Clark Rubber, Da Angelo Ristorante, De Bortoli Wines, Department of Premier and Cabinet, 

Fibreglass Shop, Financial One, Frank Restaurant and Bar, Hairport Hairdressing, Helly 

Hansen, Hobart Bookshop, Hobart Jaguar, Hobart Landrover, Hobart Skoda, Huon Valley 

Meats, Innovative Electrical, Juicy Isle, Kermandie Marina, Maria Island Ferry Services, 

Mobile Marine Services, Nautilus Marine, Pennicott Bruny or Tasman Island Tours, Peter 

Johnston Ship Chandlers, Professional Plumbing, Red Kelly's, Riversdale Estate, Saunders 

and Ward Engineering, Signal Station Basserie, T42, TasBulk, TasPorts, Tassal, Two Way Taxi 

Trucks, Watchorn and Blythe, Waynes Car Sales and Wrest Point Hotel Casino 
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NESTLED ON THE SHORES OF THE BEAUTIFUL DERWENT RIVER  

YOU WILL FIND, THE DERWENT SAILING SQUADRON, 

THE PERFECT VENUE FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT.

With picturesque views across our marina to Wrest Point and the river beyond, we will 

ensure an unforgettable experience for you and your guests. 

 

Our waterfront setting, surrounded by landscaped gardens and lawns to the waters 

edge, is the ideal location to hold that special event. From board meetings to training 

sessions, birthday celebrations to weddings, banquets to cocktail parties, 

we've got you covered. 

 

Every event is treated with the same attention to detail

to ensure an enjoyable experience. 

To ensure you get exactly what you need, at a very affordable price, 

please contact our Front of House Supervisor on 62231977 to receive a tailored quote.


